Daily Lesson Plan: IDENTITY BOX DAY ONE
Course: Art/Social Advocacy
Grade Level: 9-12
Unit: Identity Box
Objectives: SWBAT identify aspects of identity and ways to represent them in visually.
	Standards:

VA:Re7.1.HSI: Hypothesize ways in which art influences perception and understanding of human experiences.
VA:Cr1.2.HSI: Shape an artistic investigation of an aspect of present-day life using a contemporary practice of art or design.

	Key Terms:

Identity (including cultural/social), representation, perception, concentric



Materials: Identity Questionnaire, pencils
Warm Up: “I am” exercise (5 min.)
· Instruct students to finish the sentence “I am…” as many ways as they possibly can in 3 minutes. Time them! They must continue writing the whole time, even if it doesn’t make sense, and they must stop when time is called.
· Review briefly. Take a show of hands: how many people wrote 5 things? 10 things? More? (Some students may want to share out, but it should not be required as the answers are personal.)
Lesson: Layers of identity

Opening: 
Explain to class that the next project will be to create a visual representation of who we are, or our “identity”. Today’s activity will help us think about our identity in different ways. (5 min. max)
Activity:

Identity questionnaire handout: instruct students to fill out the questionnaire completely and honestly, as thinking about their identity (who they are and how they are perceived) will help them create a unified theme in their upcoming project. Inform students that their answers will be kept private and only you (the instructor) will read them.

Allow at least 10 minutes to complete.

Identity diagram: 
Have students turn over questionnaire, and announce that we will be creating a diagram for different kinds of identity on the back of the sheet.

Demonstrate (on board or projector) drawing 3 concentric circles, each large enough to write a few words inside. (5-10 min.)
Explain that there are many ways to think about one’s identity, and these 3 categories will help us create a visual representation of who we are.

Demonstrate labeling each of the rings, and give 1 or 2 personal examples of what would be written in each.

· Outer ring: things that describe how you are seen on the outside.

· Middle ring: cultural and group identity.

· Center ring: inner self, personality, passions, likes.
Allow students to draw and fill in their identity diagrams. (20 min.)
Students should challenge themselves to fill in as much of each ring as possible. They may compare and share answers with one another, but it should not be a requirement.
Checking for Understanding:
Questionnaire: monitor students working and conversing with each other, their comfort level (some may want more privacy than others), and offer clarification of questions if needed.
Diagram: during guided work time, walk around room and look at each diagram to make sure it is drawn correctly (#of rings, size, etc.). Ask individual students to repeat back what each ring represents, and clarify if needed. Ask students to give examples for the various categories (brown hair, favorite colors, etc.)
Closing:

Have students turn in identity questionnaire and diagram. Collect by hand and/or provide a folder so that personal responses are kept private. Tell students that the work will be handed back to them the following class so that the information can be used to create a visual representation of their identity. We will also look at how other artists use the theme of identity in their work (and why). (5 min.)
Possible Accommodations/Modifications:
· Students may feel more comfortable seated away from others while answering personal questions and completing diagram.
· Circular templates may be used (plates, lids, etc.) to trace for diagram.

· Some students may use symbols or small illustrations on diagrams, or use color to represent parts of their identity.

· Questions (on questionnaire) may be modified for reading level, English proficiency, etc.
Assessment:

Completed identity questionnaire and diagram.
· Do responses to show a basic understanding of the questions?

· Is the diagram drawn with 3 concentric circles, and does each ring correspond to the appropriate category of identity?
Possible Connections:
Psychology: personal identity, ego, self esteem, self image
Sociology: cultural and social identity, collective identity
Philosophy and Religion: Buddhism, mandalas, Descartes (“I think therefore I am”)
