Daily Lesson Plan: IDENTITY BOX DAY TWO
Course: Art/Social Advocacy
Grade Level: 9-12
Unit: Identity Box
Objectives: SWBAT…identify use of symbolic meaning in contemporary art.


… analyze and articulate possible symbolic meaning of everyday objects.
	Standards:

VA:Re7.1.HSI: Hypothesize ways in which art influences perception and understanding of human experiences.
VA:Cr1.2.HSI: Shape an artistic investigation of an aspect of present-day life using a contemporary practice of art or design.

	Key Terms:

Symbol, meaning, representation



Materials: film clip of Art 21: “Identity” with Kerry James Marshall (and any other images of symbols in art you choose); random objects (such as cups, shells, buttons, etc.)- enough for 3 per group of 3-4 students; object/meaning worksheet; pencils
Warm Up:

Project an image of a common symbol (such as a heart or skull and cross-bones), and ask students to 1. Sketch the symbol, and 2. Write down what the symbol means. (2-3 min.)
· Call on one or two students to share what the symbol represents. Class discussion: How did you know what this symbol means? Where would you find this symbol? What is another possible symbol that could mean the same thing? (5 min.)

Lesson: Symbols & meaning in art

Opening:

· Show an example of symbolism from art history. (You may search and choose your own, or use the example below by the Dutch artist, Pieter Claesz). 
· Ask the class to look carefully, then call on students to point out the objects they see (watch, skull, etc.). 

· Then ask the class what each of these objects might represent, or “mean.” After gathering several responses, ask the class what overall message the painting might have. (10 min.)
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Vanitas, by Pieter Claesz, 1630
Activity:

Watch segment of identity on Art 21 w/Kerry James Marshall. (approx. 5 min.)
· Groups 3-4 discuss how the artist used his identity in the artworks. Were there any symbols that he used to represent parts of his identity? Give groups 5 minutes to discuss and agree on one response to share out with class.
Object/meaning worksheet: 
· Students get back into groups of 3-4. Pass out 3 objects and one worksheet to each group. Explain to class that each group will be responsible for completing one worksheet. 
· First they will need to look at each object and discuss as a group what any possible symbolic meanings it may have. 
· They must sketch each object in the box provided and write down all the possible meanings next to it. They may decide as a group who will sketch, who will write, etc. but everyone must participate in the discussion. (15 min.)

· Each group will choose one object and possible meaning(s) to share out to class. (approx. 5-10 min.). If time allows, have other class try to come up with alternate meanings for objects.
Checking for Understanding:

As groups are doing activity, circulate through the classroom and repeat/clarify instructions as needed. Ask students what they think the objects might represent. Do not provide actual answers, if students are having trouble, ask leading questions such as “Where might you find this object/symbol?”
Closing:

Collect all of the groups’ worksheets. Explain that they will all receive back their identity questionnaires and diagrams tomorrow so they can start the project. We will be using our knowledge of symbolism and identity together to create a unified theme.
Possible Accommodations/Modifications:
· Objects may be chosen with developmental stage and/or skill level in mind.
· Some students may need to verbalize responses.

· Adjust the amount of responses required depending on skill level.
Assessment:

Object/Meaning worksheet: Are all objects sketched? How many “meanings” are written for each object? Do the responses make sense or relate to the object in some way? 
Possible Connections: 
Religion/Philosophy: origins of common symbols such as a cross, star, eye, etc.

Anthropology: how symbols were used to communicate important information; origins of language.
