Daily Lesson Plan: IDENTITY BOX DAYS 3-5
Course: Art/Social Advocacy
Grade Level: 9-12
Unit: Identity Box
Objectives:

SWBAT… create a 3-D structure with three separate layers that is interactive.
… create a sculpture with unified theme that represents different aspects of identity using symbols, text, and images.
	Standards:

VA:Cr1.2.HSI: Shape an artistic investigation of an aspect of present-day life using a contemporary practice of art or design. 
VA:Cr3.1.HSI:Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary cultural contexts to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for works of art and design in progress.

	Key Terms:

Identity, symbol, representation, unity



Materials:

Identity Box project sheet, heavy paper, rulers, pencils, pre-cut templates (if needed), magazines, glue sticks, completed diagrams from Day 1
*NOTE: This lesson includes instructions for the entire project, which is meant to be taught over the course of at least 3 class periods (55 min. each). The project will take several days (class periods) to complete. See plans for week 1 and week 2 for more details. The pace may be adjusted for your specific class needs.
Warm Up:

Pass back completed questionnaires and diagrams from Day 1. 
Ask students to sketch at least one symbol that might represent one aspect of their identity listed on the diagram. (5 min.)
Lesson: Identity Box structure
Opening:

Show samples of “exploding boxes” (many craft examples can be found by Google search). 
Explain to students that we will be using the knowledge from the past 2 lessons about identity and symbolism to create our own “exploding box” sculptures. (5 min.)
Activity: 
Pass out Identity Box Project Sheet. Instructions are written step-by-step for students to follow along.
Have students gather around a demonstration table where everyone is able to observe.
Demonstrate tracing and cutting templates and basic structure and assembly, using pre-made sample. (10-15 min. total demonstration time)
· Choose color of heavy paper for each layer of box. The largest paper needs to be @least 12”x12”. 

· Students may either measure the dimensions of the shapes shown below, or use pre-measured and cut templates provided by the teacher to trace.

· Go into detail about one layer per day, beginning with the outside layer, and allow the remainder of the class period for guided work time, checking for understanding. 



Outside layer of box: 12” square total (to make 4”x4” flaps)






Layer 2 (middle): 9” square total 
(3”x3” flaps) 
Layer 3 (inner layer): 6” square total 

(2”x2” flaps)
Outside layer: 
Demonstrate using collage materials to add to example and explain your choices.

· Find images, colors, and/or text that represent the “outside” of your identity, or how people see you on the surface. 

· Examples might include skin, hair, and eye color; fashion choices, assumptions others make about people from your age group or race.

· (Teacher’s choice) Students may collage interior and exterior flaps of box, or choose to keep the outside of the box plain and simple. Nothing should be glued onto the center square of this layer, as the other layers will be glued on top. 
Middle layer:

Repeat demonstration for 2nd layer of box, corresponding with group identity. 
· Group identity can include anything the student relates to with others, such as family, culture, friends, etc. Examples could include: clubs or sports they belong to, the school itself (or graduating class), religious or cultural activities, or things they have in common with peer groups.
Inner layer:

Demonstrate creation of 3rd, inner layer of box, which corresponds to “inner identity”. 
· Inner or personal identity relates to what makes you unique. You may or may not share these traits with other people you know. Examples include: favorite color, food, etc.; astrological sign, personal interests, what you want to “be when you grow up”, and even private feelings and moods.

· Encourage students to think symbolically, especially for this layer of the box. Pictures of rain, sunsets, or even animals can represent complex feelings and personality traits.

For ALL layers:
· Demonstrate various ways to incorporate design elements such as color, texture, contrast, etc. using different materials (magazines, maps, sharpies, paper scraps).
· Use UNITY as the main design element for this project, so that all of the variety of layers and collage elements maintain a unified theme. Some ways to do this are…

· With color: suggest that students think about an overall color scheme such as warm, cool, or neutral. They can choose one color for all of the layers, or alternate between 2.
· With text: all layers could incorporate one or more segments with cut out or written text.

· With shape: save scraps of colored paper so that students can cut out small rectangles, circles, or ovals to use a “frame” or background for images, etc.

The project can take several class periods to complete. Refer to the week 2 plan for pacing and additional lessons including peer and self-evaluations and reflection.
Checking for Understanding:

During demonstrations, call on students to repeat the instructions, particularly what each layer is supposed to represent. 
Circulate the classroom during work time, asking students about their color paper choices for the structural layers. Also ask students about their collage elements and how they relate to the specific “layers” of their identity. Students may become confused about what goes where, as there are a lot of materials being used at once. Continually repeat, provide examples, and clarify instructions as needed throughout the project.
Closing:
For each class period, allow at least 5 minutes of clean up time. Have students put away all materials and work in-progress. 
Talk about next steps: creating a lid for the box, completing the self-evaluation and reflection questions.
Possible Accommodations/Modifications:
· May use pre-measured and pre-cut templates of each box layer to trace.
· May use text/words to communicate abstract meaning.

· Advanced art students may draw/illustrate symbols onto box layers, and/or create a small sculpture to fit inside.
Assessment:

Formative: check for understanding (above), 
Summative: use grading rubric and responses to reflection questions to assess understanding of art techniques and concepts. 
Possible Connections: 
Math/Geometry: basic measurements, division, proportions

Psychology: personal identity, ego, self esteem, self image

Sociology: cultural and social identity, collective identity

